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I built my first 8 inch Newtonian reflector when I was a senior in high school, using this book. It

isnow a classic and, in my opinion, still one of the best "How To Build A Telescope" texts that arestill

available. Written in a clear prose style, it is instructive as well as enjoyable to read. Clean

diagramsand photos illustrate the text appropriately and further instruction is provided on how to use

a telescopeastronomically. I became a professional astronomer but the most fun and enjoyment I

experienced inmy career was using this book to build a telescope, set it up in my backyard and

rediscover the moonsof Jupiter, the rings of Saturn and to wonder at the phases of Venus, just as

did Galileo!

When I got into making my 16" mirror in the 80's, though I had the book by Allyn J. Thompson, I

wanted something more up to date. I'd thought of the Jean Texereau book but was scared away by

the math (I've since learned it wasn't as bad as I thought it would be). So, I saw this book in



Willmann Bell and ordered it. It was a real treat to get it as I was living in Spain at the time and

books like this were not available in the base bookstore.The book is very well laid out and

informative. The instructions are simple and not overly technical. It was a real pleasure to have this

book as a guide because it covered larger mirrors that the Thompson book didn't. It worked great

until I got to the mirror testing part, and had trouble with the Focault testing because I was having

problems with astigmatism. My mirror was quite thin, and I wasn't used to the extreme shadows I

was seeing. A friend in Minneapolis St. Paul came to the rescue and sent me a Ronchi grating of

the proper spacing. The lines on my mirror looked like a butterfly! No wonder the Focault shadows

didn't look right! In that respect, the book didn't help, but once I got the lines straighter, the Focault

method Howard outlines works just fine.This book also has a lot of extra stuff that really came in

handy when it came to making the scope after the mirror was done. Howard did a great job and this

is another book to add to your library if you are at all interested in mirror making. Highly

recommended.

Wonderful book on making practical telescopes. If you're looking for perfection, look elswhere. If you

enjoy observing, buy this book!

Book had water damage not listed. Binding is warped, pages stained.
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